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.etter to Moore  and  its  contents  that when  Stuart ivas sent to seize Minorca it was intended to replace she loss of Corsica, and to become for us a foothold from which we could act on the Continent.    For that purpose everything depended on our throwing in, as, if the right time and place were chosen, we were well able to do, the determining balance of weight at a decisive point near the sea coast.    Had the force been available in Minorca when Stuart first proposed that it should be so, the opportunities that it would have had would have been almost incalculable.    It was precisely in   December   1798   that  war was  declared   by  the French Republic against Russia, and by the 2oth June Suvaroff had won the battles of the Adda and Trebia, hurling back in the latter Macdonald's army utterly disorganised upon Genoa, and on the i5th August he all but annihilated Moreau's army. At each of these periods there were undoubtedly opportunities for an effective English army to act with decisive power upon the coast. Bunbury has shown that the chances of our being able to use our power with great effect in Italy were still open to us up to the very time when Napoleon was   crossing   the  Alps for  the Marengo  campaign. The French corps along the coast were then reduced to a well-nigh  helpless condition.     It was essential for the success of Napoleon's scheme that Melas, the Austrian commander, should be occupied by the siege of Genoa and the operations of Suchet long enough to enable the great stroke from the Alps to be made across the Austrian line of communications.   We could almost certainly have enabled Melas to have the preponderating power at Marengo.    The subject would take too long for its full development in detail to serve my purpose, and I may refer any one who wishes to go into